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Last month, I had the opportunity to attend my 20th IMPACT®2025 conference, an annual Registered 

Investment Advisor (RIA) event. It was one of the largest conferences I’ve ever seen, underscoring its 

significance and growth in the industry. This event has consistently served as a bellwether for emerging 

trends and pressing issues in the financial advisory landscape. This year, several recurring themes 

emerged that warrant closer examination: the impact of artificial intelligence (AI) on advisory businesses, 

strategies for scaling with efficiency and the ongoing debate surrounding mergers and acquisitions (M&A).

AI’s Expanding Presence in Advisory Practices

AI’s transformative effect on the advisory business was a hot topic throughout the conference. It is evident 

that while it may still be too early to definitively determine the extent to which AI can replace human factors 

in advisory services, its adoption is accelerating. More advisors are leveraging AI in various facets of their 

practice, such as compliance, reporting, rebalancing and financial planning. AI-powered platforms excel 

at analyzing vast datasets quickly, offering tailored advice that aligns with clients’ specific financial goals. 

These systems can adapt to market changes in real time, providing valuable insights that help clients make 

informed decisions. Furthermore, AI can streamline administrative tasks for financial advisors, freeing up 

their time to focus on strategic planning and relationship building.

Scaling, Efficiency and the Ongoing M&A Wave

Scaling and efficiency were also central themes, often intertwined with the decision to merge advisory 

practices. M&A activity in the advisory business has been a significant topic over the past five to seven 

years. For many firms, the ability to compete for larger accounts is perceived as more attainable when part 

of a larger organization. The rationale behind this trend is clear: More resources, sophisticated planning 

capabilities and access to diverse areas of expertise can enhance a firm’s competitive position. This trend 

shows no signs of slowing down, as private equity firms and other investors continue to offer lofty valuations 

for mid- to large-sized wealth management firms. The data suggests that firms engaging in M&A activity 

have grown faster than their non-M&A counterparts, highlighting the strategic benefits of such moves.

Personalization, Technology and the Rise of After-Tax Optimization

Another critical aspect of the conference was the focus on market returns, particularly after-tax returns. 

At WisdomTree, we have the privilege of working with Quorus, a firm that has conducted extensive 

research on how technology and personalization are reshaping modern model delivery. Quorus explores 
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the burgeoning role of tax-managed customization in enhancing client outcomes. The ability to optimize 

after-tax returns is increasingly crucial for advisors seeking to deliver superior value to their clients. We 

are enthusiastic about the opportunity to bring the Quorus solution to our RIA clients, as it represents 

a significant step forward in our commitment to providing comprehensive and sophisticated solutions to 

address the complex needs of advisors’ client bases.

The Evolving RIA Landscape and WisdomTree’s Role

The RIA business is experiencing substantial growth on a national scale, and at WisdomTree, we are 

committed to being at the forefront of this evolution. The ability to offer complex solutions that address the 

unique challenges faced by advisors and their clients is a testament to our dedication to innovation and 

client service. As the industry continues to evolve, being informed about emerging trends and technologies 

is imperative for success. The IMPACT 2025 conference serves as a valuable platform for learning, 

networking and gaining insights into the future of financial advisory services.

Final Takeaways

The IMPACT 2025 conference provided a comprehensive overview of the key trends shaping the financial 

advisory industry. AI, M&A and after-tax returns are pivotal topics that will continue to influence the 

industry’s trajectory. By embracing these trends and leveraging innovative solutions like those offered 

by Quorus, advisors can position themselves for success in an ever-changing landscape. The insights 

gained from the conference are invaluable, reinforcing the importance of staying informed and adaptable 

in a dynamic industry. Please reach out to your WisdomTree representative and ask about our Advisor 

Solutions offering.

Important Risks Related to this Article

WisdomTree, Inc., the parent company of WisdomTree Asset Management, Inc. (“WTAM”), holds a minority 

equity stake in Quorus Inc. (“Quorus”), and WTAM has commercial arrangements with Quorus under which 

WTAM model portfolios and strategies are offered through the Quorus platform and may be implemented 

in separately managed accounts (“SMAs”). WTAM receives advisory fees from WisdomTree ETFs that may 

be included in those model portfolios or strategies and a revenue-sharing payment from Quorus based on 

assets placed into SMA implementations of WTAM strategies (WTAM does not provide investment advice 

in connection with such SMA implementations or model portfolios). Accordingly, WTAM and its affiliates 

have a financial interest in the success of Quorus and may benefit economically from the relationship. The 

author of this post is a WTAM employee and serves on Quorus’s board of directors. This material is for 

informational purposes only and does not constitute investment advice or a recommendation to buy or sell 

any security.

https://www.wisdomtree.com/us/insights/blog/key-trends-shaping-the-future-of-the-ria-industry

https://www.wisdomtree.com/us/bannerads/ria-real-deal
https://www.wisdomtree.com/us/insights/contributors/advisor-solutions
https://www.wisdomtree.com/us/insights/contributors/advisor-solutions

