WisdomTree BLOG ARTICLE

SMALL CAPS SURGE WHAT NOW IN
2021
01/01/0001

One of the market implications of the COVID-19 pandemic has been the remarkable performance of large-cap growth
and technology names, particularly those impacted by the work-from-home trend and cloud computing, and the
underperformance of small-cap stocks that were more or less shut down during the economic lockdowns.
Positive vaccine news boosted hopes for an economic reopening in 2021, which ﬂipped market signals, and small caps
and value stocks rallied strongly in November. The Russell 2000 Index, a gauge of U.S. small-cap equity performance,
delivered some of the strongest gains in its history.
Ben Carlson, author of the blog “A Wealth of Common Sense,” has evaluated what happened in the aftermath of past
small-cap surges, like the one we saw in November.
The forward returns over one-, three- and ﬁve-year intervals were, on average, quite compelling, especially for the
ﬁve years following the small-cap surges that Carlson studied. The average ﬁve-year cumulative return was almost
80%. Notably, the minimum return was 17.7%, following the peak of the market in Feburary 2000.
The shorter time periods had more risk of negative subsequent returns. But even in the three-year analysis, only two
periods had negative returns: around the 1999–2000 peak and into 2002–2003 market trough.
The average one-year return of 15% is quite positive for a forward-looking one-year interval.
While the future is always uncertain, the data makes a strong case that we had an inﬂection point for small-cap stocks—
and that while investors will inevitably feel they ‘missed’ this large turn, this past analysis indicates there’s reason to
believe more is to come.
Figure 1: Small Caps Have a Compelling Track Record after Rallies
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For more investing insights, check out our Economic & Market Outlook
View the online version of this article here.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
U.S. investors only: Click here to obtain a WisdomTree ETF prospectus which contains investment objectives,
risks, charges, expenses, and other information; read and consider carefully before investing.
There are risks involved with investing, including possible loss of principal. Foreign investing involves currency, political
and economic risk. Funds focusing on a single country, sector and/or funds that emphasize investments in smaller
companies may experience greater price volatility. Investments in emerging markets, currency, ﬁxed income and
alternative investments include additional risks. Please see prospectus for discussion of risks.
Past performance is not indicative of future results. This material contains the opinions of the author, which are subject to
change, and should not to be considered or interpreted as a recommendation to participate in any particular trading
strategy, or deemed to be an offer or sale of any investment product and it should not be relied on as such. There is no
guarantee that any strategies discussed will work under all market conditions. This material represents an assessment of
the market environment at a speciﬁc time and is not intended to be a forecast of future events or a guarantee of future
results. This material should not be relied upon as research or investment advice regarding any security in particular. The
user of this information assumes the entire risk of any use made of the information provided herein. Neither WisdomTree
nor its affiliates, nor Foreside Fund Services, LLC, or its affiliates provide tax or legal advice. Investors seeking tax or legal
advice should consult their tax or legal advisor. Unless expressly stated otherwise the opinions, interpretations or ﬁndings
expressed herein do not necessarily represent the views of WisdomTree or any of its affiliates.
The MSCI information may only be used for your internal use, may not be reproduced or re-disseminated in any form and
may not be used as a basis for or component of any ﬁnancial instruments or products or indexes. None of the MSCI
information is intended to constitute investment advice or a recommendation to make (or refrain from making) any kind
of investment decision and may not be relied on as such. Historical data and analysis should not be taken as an
indication or guarantee of any future performance analysis, forecast or prediction. The MSCI information is provided on
an “as is” basis and the user of this information assumes the entire risk of any use made of this information. MSCI, each of
its afﬁliates and each entity involved in compiling, computing or creating any MSCI information (collectively, the “MSCI
Parties”) expressly disclaims all warranties. With respect to this information, in no event shall any MSCI Party have any
liability for any direct, indirect, special, incidental, punitive, consequential (including loss proﬁts) or any other damages (
www.msci.com)
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