WisdomTree Expands Thematic Range with a Blockchain UCITS ETF
September 14, 2022
The ETF aims to provide pure access to companies primarily focused on blockchain and cryptocurrency technologies
NEW YORK, Sept. 14, 2022 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- WisdomTree, an exchange-traded fund ("ETF") and exchange-traded product ("ETP") sponsor,
has announced the launch of WisdomTree Blockchain UCITS ETF (WBLK). Listed on the London Stock Exchange, Börse Xetra and Borsa Italiana,
WBLK seeks to track the price and yield performance, before fees and expenses, of the WisdomTree Blockchain UCITS Index (the “Index”) and has a
total expense ratio of 0.45%.
The proprietary Index leverages WisdomTree’s heritage of innovation and self-indexing and is designed to track the performance of companies
primarily focused on blockchain and cryptocurrency technologies and that also meet WisdomTree’s ESG 1 criteria.
The ETF complements WisdomTree’s physically-backed range of single coin crypto trackers and crypto basket ETPs, providing an additional method
for investors looking for exposure to the potential growth of digital assets and blockchain infrastructure.
WBLK represents an evolution of WisdomTree’s digital assets expertise, having launched one of the world’s first physically-backed crypto asset ETPs
in 20192, built out a global digital assets team and partnered with industry leaders across the blockchain and cryptocurrency ecosystem. This expertise
is combined with WisdomTree’s knowledge and experience of building multi-award-winning thematic ETFs.
Pierre Debru, Head of Quantitative Research & Multi Asset Solutions, Europe, WisdomTree, said, “Because of their high growth potential,
investors often see investment in digital assets or blockchain-related assets as a thematic investment. This is a good paradigm to adopt to
conceptualise investing in the space. The variety of the applications and use cases for blockchain are becoming more apparent and can be seen
across entertainment, cloud storage and gaming, amongst others. While Bitcoin was the first blockchain created and aimed to be a revolutionary
payments system, the ecosystem has evolved far and wide outside the ‘payment sphere’. Over the years, the idea of blockchain has been extended to
support smart contracts and record keeping of Non-Fungible Tokens (NFTs). There is growth potential for companies involved in the blockchain, even
if we are at the early stages of proliferation.”
Blockchain is the distributed ledger technology underpinning digital assets and is, put simply, a distributed database on which information is recorded
using digital signatures. Blockchain technology has been called a revolution in the making and could be useful wherever a transparent, immutable, and
digital record of information is needed. As such, the range of potential applications for the technology is wide, diverse, and far-reaching.
The internet has changed the world over the past 25 years; similarly, distributed ledger technology could become part of most aspects of our lives
within a couple of decades without us even being aware of it. The Index, therefore, aims to capture this future trend by providing pure exposure to a
basket of companies which support the current and future blockchain infrastructure, referred to as ‘Blockchain Enablers’, as well as companies which
offer cryptocurrency and blockchain-related services, or ‘Blockchain Engagers’:

Blockchain Enablers are companies that make up the ecosystem and, therefore, companies that develop components for
the blockchain ecosystem, such as hardware and software infrastructure and cryptocurrency mining.
Blockchain Engagers are companies that provide blockchain and cryptocurrency services and/or applications (consulting,
software, financial services) or use the blockchain to improve net income through higher sales or improved efficiency and
lower costs (e.g., supply chain industry, food industry, and healthcare, amongst others).
A weighting limit is applied to companies categorised as Enablers, due to WisdomTree’s belief that miner rewards will decrease over time for several
reasons such as the cryptocurrencies moving to ‘energy efficient models’ such as ‘Proof of Stake’ or due to protocol setups such as halving. As a
result, an overweight exposure is applied to companies categorised as Engagers due to their role as key players in the blockchain space.
Alexis Marinof, Head of Europe, WisdomTree, added, “WBLK combines our expertise in self-indexing with our in-depth knowledge of the digital
asset and blockchain ecosystems, providing investors with pure exposure to this disruptive technological megatrend. The ETF is a natural evolution of
our multi-award-winning thematic ETF platform and has strong synergies with our crypto asset ETP platform. We believe that blockchain is a
transformative technology that has the potential to disrupt industries and enable new business models. The potential applications of the technology are
endless, and we expect to see new use cases for blockchain to emerge over the coming decades.”
WBLK is the eighth ETF in WisdomTree’s $1.1 bn 3 European thematic equity range, and the third launched in 2022 alongside WisdomTree Recycling
Decarbonisation UCITS ETF (WRCY) and WisdomTree New Economy Real Estate UCITS ETF (WTRE).
WBLK is registered for sale in Austria, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Spain, Sweden and the UK.
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About WisdomTree
WisdomTree Investments, Inc., through its subsidiaries in the U.S. and Europe (collectively, “WisdomTree”), is an ETF and ETP sponsor and asset
manager headquartered in New York. WisdomTree offers products covering equity, commodity, fixed income, leveraged and inverse, currency,
cryptocurrency and alternative strategies. WisdomTree currently has approximately $75.4 billion in assets under management globally.
WisdomTree® is the marketing name for WisdomTree Investments, Inc. and its subsidiaries worldwide.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Communications issued in the European Economic Area (“EEA”): This document has been issued and approved by WisdomTree Ireland Limited,
which is authorised and regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.
Communications issued in jurisdictions outside of the EEA: This document has been issued and approved by WisdomTree UK Limited, which is
authorised and regulated by the United Kingdom Financial Conduct Authority.
WisdomTree Ireland Limited and WisdomTree UK Limited are each referred to as “WisdomTree” (as applicable). Our Conflicts of Interest Policy and
Inventory are available on request.
For professional clients only. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance. Any historical performance included in this
document may be based on back testing. Back testing is the process of evaluating an investment strategy by applying it to historical data to
simulate what the performance of such strategy would have been. Back tested performance is purely hypothetical and is provided in this
document solely for informational purposes. Back tested data does not represent actual performance and should not be interpreted as an
indication of actual or future performance. The value of any investment may be affected by exchange rate movements. Any decision to
invest should be based on the information contained in the appropriate prospectus and after seeking independent investment, tax and legal
advice. These products may not be available in your market or suitable for you. The content of this document does not constitute
investment advice nor an offer for sale nor a solicitation of an offer to buy any product or make any investment.
An investment in exchange-traded products (“ETPs”) is dependent on the performance of the underlying index, less costs, but it is not expected to
match that performance precisely. ETPs involve numerous risks including among others, general market risks relating to the relevant underlying index,
credit risks on the provider of index swaps utilised in the ETP, exchange rate risks, interest rate risks, inflationary risks, liquidity risks and legal and
regulatory risks.
The information contained in this document is not, and under no circumstances is to be construed as, an advertisement or any other step in
furtherance of a public offering of shares in the United States or any province or territory thereof, where none of the issuers or their products are
authorised or registered for distribution and where no prospectus of any of the issuers has been filed with any securities commission or regulatory
authority. No document or information in this document should be taken, transmitted or distributed (directly or indirectly) into the United States. None of
the issuers, nor any securities issued by them, have been or will be registered under the United States Securities Act of 1933 or the Investment
Company Act of 1940 or qualified under any applicable state securities statutes.
This document may contain independent market commentary prepared by WisdomTree based on publicly available information. Although
WisdomTree endeavours to ensure the accuracy of the content in this document, WisdomTree does not warrant or guarantee its accuracy or
correctness. Any third party data providers used to source the information in this document make no warranties or representation of any kind relating
to such data. Where WisdomTree has expressed its own opinions related to product or market activity, these views may change. Neither WisdomTree,
nor any affiliate, nor any of their respective officers, directors, partners, or employees accepts any liability whatsoever for any direct or consequential
loss arising from any use of this document or its contents.
This document may contain forward looking statements including statements regarding our belief or current expectations with regards to the
performance of certain assets classes and/or sectors. Forward looking statements are subject to certain risks, uncertainties and assumptions. There
can be no assurance that such statements will be accurate and actual results could differ materially from those anticipated in such statements.
WisdomTree strongly recommends that you do not place undue reliance on these forward-looking statements.
The products discussed in this document are issued by WisdomTree Issuer ICAV (“WT Issuer”). WT Issuer is an umbrella investment company with
variable capital having segregated liability between its funds organised under the laws of Ireland as an Irish Collective Asset-management Vehicle and
authorised by the Central Bank of Ireland (“CBI”). WT Issuer is organised as an Undertaking for Collective Investment in Transferable Securities
(“UCITS”) under the laws of Ireland and shall issue a separate class of shares ("Shares”) representing each fund. Investors should read the
prospectus of WT Issuer (“WT Prospectus”) before investing and should refer to the section of the WT Prospectus entitled ‘Risk Factors’ for further
details of risks associated with an investment in the Shares.

____________________
1 ESG refers to environmental, social and governance
2 WisdomTree Bitcoin (BTCW)
3 Source: WisdomTree as of August 31, 2022

